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REPORT. 


The  President  and  Directors  respectfully  submit  to  the 
Stockholders  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad  Company,  in  South 
Carolina,  the  following  Report  on  the  operations  of  the  past 
year,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  Company. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  directed  a  subscription 
of  $310,000  to  be  made,  for  the  State,  to  the  stock  of  the 
Company,  payable  in  six  per  cent,  bonds.  This  subscription 
was,  expressly,  made  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  road 
to  Walhalla.  By  resolution,  it  was  further  directed,  that  the 
aid,  granted  by  the  subscription,  should  be  applied  "to  com- 
pleting the  road  to  Walhalla,  and  for  no  other  purpose;  and 
that  the  work,  beyond  the  village  of  Walhalla,  be  immediately 
suspended,  unless  further  subscriptions  be  obtained,  which 
may  enable  the  Company  to  extend  the  road  beyond  that 
village." 

After  this  intimation  of  the  Legislature  to  withhold,  for 
the  present,  at  least,  further  aid  to  the  road,  additional  sub- 
scriptions could  not  be  expected.  Every  part  of  the  work, 
beyond  Walhalla,  was  therefore,  immediately  suspended. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Chief 
Engineer,  that  the  bridge  over  Eighteen  Mile  Creek  is  fin- 
ished; and  that  over  the  Seneca  River  will  be  completed,  by 
the  first  of  January  next.  At  that  time,  the  grading  will  be 
done  and  the  cross-ties  laid,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  laying  the 
iron;  and  he  expects  the  road  will  be  ready  for  operation,  in 
February  next.  All  the  materials,  necessary  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  bridges  at  Seneca  and  Twenty-six  mile  Creek, 
have  been  purchased  and  delivered,  and  await  the  construc- 
ion,  on  which  the  contractor  is  now  employed.     The  rails, 


chairs  and  spikes  have  been  imported;  and  no  delay  to  the 
completion  of  the  road  to  Walhalla  is  anticipated  from  any 
default  of  the  contractors.  A  section  of  thirty-three  miles,  or 
nearly  one-sixth  of  the  entire  line  of  the  road  to  Knoxville, 
will  then  be  in  operation. 

Table  A,  which  is  appended,  exhibits  a  comparison  of  the 
several  quantities  and  kinds  of  work,  originally  to  be  done, 
for  the  construction  of  the  road,  in  the  several  States  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 

From  this  table,  it  appears  that  the  grading,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, is  more  than  doable  the  grading  in  Tennessee,  with  the 
same  length  of  road,  and  is  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  grading 
in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee — one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  miles.  The  tunnels  in  South  Carolina  exceed  all  the  tun- 
neling on  the  line;  while  the  bridge  and  arch  masonry,  in 
South  Carolina,  is  nearly  equal  to  all  the  bridge  and  arch 
masonry  of  the  whole  road.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  road, 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  is  seventy  miles  in 
length,  and  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  distance  to  Knoxville,  is 
fifty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  whole  road. 

Table  B  exhibits,  in  three  columns,  the  several  quantities 
and  kinds  of  work,  originally  necessary  for  the  construction 
of  the  road;  the  quantities  which  were  done  on  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1860,  and  what  remained  to  be  done  at  that  date. 

The  following  statement,  computed  from  table  B,  exhibits 
the  per  cent,  of  the  work  which  has  been  done  in  South 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  Tennessee: 

South  Carolina.  Georgia.  Tennessee. 

Grading.          ...           80  per  cent.  45  per  cent.  30  per  cent. 

Tunnels,     ....      66  per  cent.  15  per  cent.  00  per  cent. 

Bridge  and  Arch  Masonry.       74  per  cent.  46  per  cent.  53  per  cent. 

Square  Drains  or  Culverts,       84  per  cent.  75  per  cent.  48  per  cent. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  part  of  the  work  has  been 
done  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  This  is  in  conformity 
with  the  policy  of  the  Board,  to  direct  the  energy  and  re- 
sources of  the  Company  to  the  completion  of  the  road  across 
the  mountains,  which  was  adopted  after  Bangs  and  Co.  were 


dismissed.  Accordingly,  no  work  has  been  done  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  work,  in  Tennessee,  was  done  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  conditions,  which  were  annexed  to  the  grant  of  the  char- 
ter, and  of  State  aid,  by  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

The  road  might  have  been  finished,  by  this  time,  to  the 
Rabun  Gap,  and  far  advanced  to  completion,  as  far  as  Knox- 
ville,  if  the  work  had  not  been  interrupted  by  frequent  sus- 
pensions. 

The  Contract  with  Bangs  &  Co.,  though  made  in  1853, 
contained  a  condition,  that  they  might  withdraw  from  it,  if 
the  State  did  not  grant  larger  aid,  than  was  provided  by  the 
Act  of  1S52,  which  granted  the  charter.  The  required  ad- 
ditional aid  was  not  granted,  by  the  State,  until  the  session  of 
1854.  In  the  meantime,  the  work  was  not  prosecuted,  with 
vigor,  by  Bangs  &  Co. ;  and  even  after  they  became  obligated 
to  perform  their  contract  to  construct  the  entire  road,  they 
would  do  nothing  but  the  earth  grading,  which  yielded  to 
them  a  small  profit.  When  they  were  dismissed  in  April, 
1S54,  not  a  stone  had  been  laid  in  the  foundation  of  any 
bridge,  and,  in  effect,  nothing  had  been  done  on  the  tunnels. 
They  left  the  work  not  nearer,  in  point  of  time,  to  completion, 
than  when  they  signed  the  contract.  After  they  were  dis- 
missed, the  grading  was  suspended  until  the  arrangement  was 
completed,  by  which  the  contractors  of  Bangs  &  Co.  resumed 
work,  under  the  assumption  of  their  contracts  by  the  com- 
pany. It  was  necessary  to  advertise  for  contracts  for  the  tun- 
neling and  masonry;  and,  after  these  were  closed,  the  con- 
trators  could  not  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  begin 
work  until  late  in  the  year  1856. 

Before,  the  close  of  the  year,  it  became  apparent  that  the 
work  on  the  road  could  not  be  continued,  t  roughout  the  year 
1857,  without  the  payment,  by  the  State,  of  the  second  instal- 
ment ($500,000)  of  its  subscription. 

By  the  Act  of  1S54,  it  was  provided,  that  the  company 
should  obtain  subscriptions  to  its  stock,  to  the  amount  of 
$1,000,000,  before  the  first  instalment  ($500,000)  of  the  State 
subscription  should  be  paid.     And,  before  the  second  instal- 
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ment  should  be  paid,  it  was  required  that  the  company  should 
procure  an  additional  subscription  of  $500,000,  by  responsi- 
ble persons,  companies  or  corporations;  and  that,  at  least, 
one-fifth  of  the  subscribed  capital  should  be  held  by  indi- 
viduals or  private  corporations.  The  company  had  the 
required  amount  of  subscription,  but  less  than  one-fifth  was 
held  by  individuals  or  private  corporations.  A  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature,  praying  that  the  requirement, 
that  one-fifth  of  the  entire  stock  should  be  held  by  individuals 
or  private  corporations,  might  be  remitted.  It  was  not  granted. 
The  work  was,  in  consequence,  again  suspended  in  January, 
1857,  and  so  continued  until  June  of  that  year,  before  which 
time  the  required  subscription  by  private  persons,  amounting 
to  $271,000,  was  obtained,  and  the  second  instalment  of  the 
State  subscription  thereby  secured.  Thus,  occurred  a  second 
suspension  of  the  work  for  four  or  five  months. 

With  the  funds  derived  from  the  State  and  city,  and  indi- 
vidual subscriptions,  the  work  was  kept  in  progress,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  1857,  and  the  year  1858.  The 
private  subscription,  made  in  1857,  was  payable  in  four  annual 
instalments.  The  instalment  due  in  1859,  and  the  balance 
of  the  city  subscriptions,  comprised  all  the  resources  of  the 
company  for  the  continuation  of  the  work,  through  the  year 
1S59. 

By  the  Act  of  1854,  the  State  undertook  to  guaranty  the 
bonds  of  the  company,  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  on  con- 
dition, that  the  company  should  show  available  means,  suffi- 
cient to  give  reasonable  assurance  to  the  Governor,  of  the 
ability  of  the  company  to  complete  the  road.  The  contract 
of  Bangs  &  Co.  stipulated  that,  for  the  construction  of  the 
entire  road,  they  should  accept  payment  of  the  cost,  one-half 
in  cash,  one-fourth  in  bonds,  and  the  remaining  fourth  in 
stock.  These  terms  of  payment  were  relied  on  by  the  com- 
pany, when  the  work  was  undertaken,  as  amply  sufficient, 
with  the  guaranty  of  one  million  of  its  bonds  by  the  State,  to 
finish  the  road.  And  so  they  were.  But,  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  Bangs  &  Co.,  the  one-fourth  of  the  cost,  for 
which  they  were  to  receive  payment  in  stock,  had  to  be  sup- 
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plied  by  cash,  as  well  as  the  discount  on  the  sale  of  the  com- 
pany's bonds,  which  they  had  agreed  to  take  in  payment,  at 
par.  At  the  session  of  185S,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  setting  out  these  facts,  and  praying  that  the  State 
would  guaranty  the  one  million  of  the  company's  bonds, 
without  requiring  the  performance  of  the  condition,  annexed 
by  the  Act  of  1854.  The  Mayor,  with  a  committer,  con- 
sisting of  Aldermen  and  citizens  of  Charleston,  went  to 
Columbia  to  aid  in  procuring  the  grant  of  the  petition. 

The  committees  of  both  Houses  reported  favorably  on  the 
petition,  and  a  bill  was  introduced  to  give  effect  to  the  prayer 
of  it.  The  bill  was,  however,  lost,  by  a  small  majority  in  the 
Senate.  Notwithstanding  this  failure,  the  friends  of  the 
enterprise  were  encouraged,  from  the  expressions  of  favor  or 
approval,  received  from  members  who  voted  against  the  bill, 
to  hope  that  the  State  would  take  up  the  work.  The  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  in  January,  1859,  resolved  to  pay  the 
balance  of  the  city  subscription;  and  with  this  amount,  and 
what  was  received  from  private  subscriptions,  the  work  was 
continued,  through  the  year  1859.  But  it  was  restricted  to 
the  bridge  masonry  in  South  Carolina,  which  was  completed 
in  that  year;  and  to  the  Stump  House  tunnel,  on  which  the 
contractors  were  required  greatly  to  reduce  their  force. 
Thus,  with  the  exceptions  stated,  and  the  embankment  at 
Seneca  river,  the  whole  work  was  suspended  during  the  year 
1S59. 

The  petition  was  renewed  in  the  session  of  1S59,  but  the 
grant  of  the  required  aid  was  defeated  by  a  few  votes.  In- 
stead of  the  guaranty,  prayed  for,  a  State  subscription  of 
$310,000  was  granted,  to  finish  the  section  between  Anderson 
and  Walhalla.  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature, no  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  1S60,  except 
upon  that  section. 

But  for  these  frequent  and  long  continued  suspensions,  the 
road  to  Clayton  would  have  been  finished  before  this  time, 
and  would  have  been  far  advanced  in  its  progress  to  Knox- 
ville. 

This  statement  of  the  causes,  which  have  retarded  the  pro- 
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gress  of  the  work,  must  exempt  the  officers  of  the  company 
from  any  censure  for  want  of  energy  in  prosecuting  it. 

Col.  Gwvnn  has  made  a  report  to  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  estimated  cost  of  finishing  the  road,  from  Wal- 
halla  to  Knoxville,  in  sections,  as  follows: 

FROM  WALHALLA   TO   CLAYTON. 

South  Carolina  portion  (22  miles) $761,218 

Georgia  portion  (9  miles) 55S,946 — $1,320,164 

FROM  CLAYTON  TO  FRANKLIN. 

Georgia  portion  (8  miles) $175,387 

North  Carolina  portion  (14  miles) 414,248  589,636 

FROM  FRANKLIN  TO  NANTIHALA. 

Twenty-eight  miles , S99,958 

FROM  NANTIHALA  TO   TENNESSEE  LINE. 

Thirty-eight  miles 859,132 

FROM  THE  TENNESSEE  LINE   TO  MARYVILLE. 

Thirty-seven  miles S79/708 

Finishing  the  road 

FROM  MARYVILLE  TO  KNOXVILLE. 

Eighteen  miles 307,915 

Cost  of  finishing  the  railroad  from  Walhalla  to 

Knoxville,  September  21,  1860 $4,5S6,512 

Col.  Gwynn's  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  was,  $7,575,677.  His  revised  estimate, 
made  after  the  experience  obtained  by  the  construction  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  road,  should  establish  confidence  in  the 
result.  By  adding  the  amounts  of  expenditure  for  construc- 
tion, which  are  exhibited  in  the  Treasurer's  "Statement  of 
the  Affairs  of  the  Company,"  to  the  estimated  cost  of  com- 
pleting the  road  from  Walhalla  to  Knoxville,  it  will  appear, 
that  the  road  can  be  finished  within  the.  original  estimate. 

The  estimate  has  been  made  by  Sections,  which,  it  is 
believed,  will  be  the  stages  in  the  progress  to  the  road  to 
Knoxville. 
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The  first  and  most  important  section  is,  from  Walhalla  to 
Clayton.  In  that  distance,  the  mountains  are  crossed,  and  all 
engineering  difficulties  overcome.  Clayton  will  present  a 
point  for  the  connection  of  roads,  west  of  the  mountains,  at  a 
cost  within  the  means  of  the  people,  To  expect  that  they 
should  construct  a  difficult,  costly  and  unprofitable  section  of 
the  road  across  the  Blue  Ridge,  is  even  more  hopeless,  than 
to  expect  that  the  same  should  be  built,  by  individual  contri- 
butions, Irom  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountains.  The  cross- 
ing of  the  mountains  must  be  effected,  if  at  all,  by  State  aid. 
The  State  of  South  Carolina,  alone,  is  interested  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Blue  Ridge  railroad.  Indeed,  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  North  Carolina  are  interested  that  it  should  not 
be  finished.  No  aid  can,  therefore,  be  expected  from  either 
of  those  States.  The  enterprise  must  depend,  exclusively, 
on  aid  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  its  completion. 

When  the  road  is  finished  to  Clayton,  the  people  of  Frank- 
lin will  be  stimulated  to  make  a  connection  from  that  town. 
The  citizens  express  confidence  that,  by  their  own  effort,  the 
road  will  be  graded  from  Franklin  to  the  Georgia  line.  The 
people  of  Macon  and  Jackson  counties  have,  at  several  large 
meetings,  voted  in  favor  of  a  subscription  of  $50,000,  by 
each  of  those  counties.  The  individual  subscription  can  be 
increased.  Thus,  the  South  Carolina  Company  will  receive 
large  aid,  in  completing  the  road  to  Franklin. 

The  next  stage  is  to  Nantihala  river.  This  point  was 
taken  as  a  station,  because,  there,  the  Western  extension  of 
the  North  Carolina  Central  Road  will  cross  the  Blue  Ridge 
Road.  This  Western  extension  is,  very  nearly,  if  not  quite 
completed  to  Morganton,  at  the  Eastern  base  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains.  From  Morganton  the  road  across  the 
mountains  has  been  let  to  contract,  and  is  in  progress  of  con- 
struction, to  within  a  few  miles  of  Asheville.  A  corps  of 
engineers  have,  the  past  summer,  located  the  Western  exten- 
sion from  Asheville  to  Ducktown.  Those  who  are  interested 
in  this  extension,  are  confident  of  State  aid  to  carry  it 
through.  A  Company  is  organized  for  the  construction  of  a 
road  from  Ducktown  to  Cleaveland.     From  this  last  town  a 
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road  is  finished  to  Chattanooga.  When  the  road  from  Nan- 
tihala  to  Dncktown  is  completed,  it  will  largely  contribute  to 
the  business  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Road.  The  value  of  that 
trade  will  effect  the  extension  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Road  from 
Franklin  to  Nantihala. 

When  the  Blue  Ridge  Road  is  thus  far  extended,  it  will  be 
taken  up  in  Tennessee;  for  experience  shews  that,  as  soon 
as  an  advantageous  railroad  connection  can  be  made,  at  a 
cost  within  the  means  of  the  people,  they  will  be  animated 
to  the  effort,  and  provide  the  means  to  make  it. 

The  State  of  Georgia  has  granted  a  charter  to  the  Hiwas- 
see  Railroad  Company,  to  connect  Dncktown  with  Clayton. 
Those  who  are  interested  in  that  road,  are  sanguine  of  aid 
from  that  State.  They  are  most  desirous  of  that  connection, 
as  the  best  for  them  ;  but  they  can  do  nothing,  unless  the 
Bine  Ridge  Road  is  finished  to  Clayton.  If  that  is  long 
delayed,  the  impatience  of  the  people  will  make  them  unite 
on  the  Ellijay  Railroad,  which  will  connect  Dncktown  with 
the  Georgia  State  road,  near  Marietta.  When  this  is  done,  a 
completed  road,  though  much  less  advantageous  than  the 
Hiwassee  Road,  will  satisfy  the  people,  so  far  as  to  make  them 
desist  from  the  effort  and  cost  of  making  the  latter.  Besides, 
the  interest  of  private  stockholders  and  of  the  State,  if  aid  is 
given  to  the  Ellijay  Road,  will  create  strong  opposition  to  the 
making  of  a  rival  road. 

The  expectation  of  these  extensions  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Road,  from  Clayton,  is  not  visionary.  It  is  supported  by 
observation  of  the  progress  of  every  existing  railroad.  To 
look  no  farther  than  our  own  State.  As  soon  as  the  North- 
Eastern  Road  was  finished  to  Florence,  it  was  carried  on  to 
Cheraw.  It  was  no  sooner  finished  to  Cheraw,  than  its 
extension  to  the  Coal  Fields,  in  North  Carolina,  and  to  Fay- 
etteville,  immediately  engaged  attention,  and  produced  a 
combined  effort  to  accomplish  it.  The  South  Carolina  Cen- 
tral has  shot  out,  a  branch  from  the  North-Eastern,  to  Charlotte. 
From  Charlotte,  a  road  to  connect  that  town  with  Statesville, 
on  the  North  Carolina  Central,  is  being  constructed.  The 
same  active  tendency  to  extension  will  be  noticed  in  every 
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finished  road,  in  South  Carolina.  It  pertains  to  every  road; 
and  its  effect  for  progress  is  manifest  in  them  all.  In  no  sec- 
tion of  country,  will  this  tendency  operate  more  strongly  than 
in  Western  North  Carolina,  East  Tennessee,  and  Northwest- 
ern Georgia.  The  Rabnn  Gap  is,  to  all  that  region,  the  short- 
est and  best  outlet  to  the  Atlantic  coast. 

The  Board,  strongly  impressed  with  the  disadvantages, 
which  have  resulted  from  the  long  delays  in  the  construction 
of  the  road,  recommend  that  a  petition  be  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  praying  that  the  State  will 
guarantee  one  million  of  the  Company's  bonds,  without 
requiring  the  performance  of  the  conditions  imposed  by  the 
Act  of  1S54,  and  make  such  subscription,  as  will  be  necessary, 
to  finish  the  section  of  the  road  from  Walhalla  to  Clayton. 

The  estimated  cost  of  finishing  the  road  to  Knoxville,  is 
$4,586,512.  The  Treasurer's  statement,  C,  shows  assets  to 
the  amount  of  $1,120,914,  applicable  to  the  construction  of 
the  road,  leaving  a  balance  of  $3,4  65,598,  necessary  to  finish 
the  entire  road.  A  guaranty  of  $1,000,000  of  bonds,  and 
a  subscription  of  $1,000,000,  by  the  State,  will  leave  only 
$1,465,000  to  be  provided.  The  sale  of  the  balance  of  the 
first  mortgage  bonds  will  nearly  produce  this  amount.  What 
may  be  wanting  can,  confidently,  be  expected  from  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The  Board  is  confident,  that  the 
proposed  aid  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  through  the  road. 

They  will  not  enlarge  on  the  importance  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Road  to  the  resources  and  prosperity  of  the  State;  nor  on  the 
necessity  of  it  to  maintain  the  commercial  position,  which 
South  Carolina  has  heretofore  occupied;  nor,  again,  detail 
the  expenditure  which  has  been  made,  by  Southern  States, 
competing  for  commercial  supremacy,  manifold  greater  than 
has  been  made  by  this  State;  nor  exhibit  the  activity  and 
progress,  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  by  other  States, 
which  are  designed  to  divert,  from  South  Carolina,  the  trade 
which,  by  its  geographical  position,  it  should  engross.  These 
incentives  to  effort  have  been,  in  former  reports,  so  fully  and 
often  urged,  that  to  renew  them  at  this  time  would  be  a  vain 
repetition. 
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But  the  President  and  Directors  do  respectfully  appeal  to 
the  Legislature,  which  represents  the  State  in  this  great 
enterprise,  not  to  permit  it  to  be  abandoned,  after  so  much 
work  has  been  done  and  so  much  money  expended ;  fruit- 
lessly, if  the  State  refuses  the  aid  necessary  for  its  com- 
pletion. 

If  such  is  to  be  the  disastrous  issue  of  the  undertaking,  the 
officers,  to  whom  its  management  has  been  committed,  are 
confident,  that  they  must  be  absolved  from  all  responsibility. 
At  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  they  take  this  opportunity  to 
vindicate  themselves  against  any  censure,  which  the  unre- 
flecting or  evil  deposed  may  venture  to  cast  upon  them. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  at  the.  session  of  1S56,  the 
year  in  which  Bangs  &  Co.  were  dismissed,  a  petition  was 
presented  by  the  Company  to  the  Legislature.  While  it  was 
pending,  the  President  was  heard,  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  support  of  the  prayer  of  it.  In  the  report, 
made  by  the  President  and  Directors  to  the  Stockholders,  in 
November,  1S57,  what  the  President  had  stated,  in  his  address, 
was  thus  brought  to  their  notice:  "The  Directors  have  no 
motive  or  desire  to  delude  the  Stockholders  (in  the  number 
of  whom,  by  the  State  and  city  subscriptions,  all  the  citizens 
of  the  Sfete  are  comprised,)  into  a  fruitless  expenditure  of 
money.  When  the  President  was  heard,  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session,  on  a  petition  of 
the  Company,  then  under  consideration,  he  explicitly  stated 
that,  by  the  failure  of  Bangs  &  Co.  to  perform  their  contract, 
the  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  road,  for- which  they  contracted 
to  accept  payment  in  stock,  as  well  as  the  difference  between 
the  payment  to  them,  in  bonds,  at  par,  and  the  prices  at 
which  the  bonds  may  be  sold,  or  disposed  of,  by  the  Com- 
pany, for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  the  road  (the  whole  sum 
estimated  at  §2,000,000),  would  have  to  be  supplied.  He 
represented,  that  aid  could  not  be  expected  from  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  North  Carolina;  the  former  of  which  had  a 
rival  road  completed,  and  the  latter  had  expended  a  large 
amount,  and  is  expending;  more,  towards  the  completion  of  a 
competing  road  through  its  own  limits;  that  more  aid  might 
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be  hoped  from  Tennessee,  but  that  South  Carolina  should  be 
prepared  in  the  last  resort,  to  supply  the  deficiency.  He 
further  advised  that,  unless  the  people  of  the  State  were  pre- 
pared to  do  so,  they  should  at  once  stop  any  further  expend- 
iture on  ihe  road." 

Again,  in  the  report  of  185S,  the  subject  is  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  stockholders.  "  Two  years  ago,  the  Legisla- 
ture was  apprised,  that  the  road  could  not  be  completed,  un- 
less its  construction  was  assumed  by  the  State;  and  a  sus- 
pension if  the  work  was  advised,  unless  the  State  was  pre- 
pared to  provide  the  sum,  necessary  for  its  completion.  If  a 
resolution  had  then  been  passed,  declaring  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  enterprise,  the  work  would  have  been  suspended. 
Since  that  time,  a  million  of  dollars  have  been  expended,  fruit- 
lessly, if  the  State  does  not  grant  the  company's  petition. 
From  the  inaction  of  the  Legislature,  the  company  was  justi- 
fied to  infer  acquiescence  in  the  claim,  of  which  they  were 
notified  ;  and,  certainly,  the  directors  were  not  authorized  to 
arrest  the  construction  of  the  road." 

The  demands,  certain  and  probable,  which  the  company 
would  have  to  make  on  the  Legislature,  for  the  completion 
of  the  road,  were  brought  to  view  in  the  report  of  1859,  sup- 
ported by  the  statement  that  "  the  stockholders  and  the  Legis- 
lature have  been  repeatedly  and  fully  notified,  since  Decem- 
ber, 1856,  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  call  on  the  State  for  a 
second  subscription  of  $1,000,000." 

Copies  of  these  reports  (as  required  by  the  charter)  were 
presented  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  through  the 
presiding  officers  of  each,  and  were  referred  to  the  proper 
committees.  Besides,  a  copy  was  laid  on  the  table  of  each 
member,  and  another  sent  to  his  Post-Offlce,  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Legislature.  By  a  large  distribution,  in  pamphlet 
form,  and  by  insertion  in  all  the  daily  papers  in  Charleston, 
the  widest  circulation  was  given  to  them. 

After  so  full  and  frank  a  disclosure  of  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  company,  with  a  notification  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, that  the  road  could  only  be  completed  by  the  aid  of  the 
State,  accompanied  by  the  recommendation  that,  if  the  State 
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was  not  prepared  to  furnish  the  necessary  funds,  it  should 
declare  its  want  of  confidence,  and  order  all  further  operations 
to  be  discontinued  ;  the  responsibility  of  having  spent  so  much 
money,  if  the  State  determines  that  it  shall  have  been  spent, 
fruitlessly,  cannot  rest  upon  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
company.  They  had  no  authority  to  discontinue  the  work 
and  to  declare  the  enterprise  abandoned. 

The  purpose  and  design  of  the  South  Carolina  Company, 
with  such  subscriptions  and  aid  as  it  could  obtain  in  South 
Carolina,  and  such  as  might  be  obtained  by  the  associated 
companies  in  Georgia,  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  to  con- 
struct a  railroad  from  Anderson  to  Knoxviile,  was  avowed 
from  the  very  outset  of  the  enterprise.  The  survey  and  loca- 
tion of  the  entire  line,  by  the  engineers  of  the  company,  the 
estimate  of  the  cost,  and  the  means  provided  for  its  construc- 
tion, were  exhibited  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  several  sessions 
of  1S52,  1S53  and  1S54,  in  the  several  petitions  for  the  char- 
ter and  for  State  aid.  The  subject  was  fully  examined  and 
discussed,  and  every  circumstance  material  to  be  known, 
which  affected  the  feasibility  and  advantages  of  the  under- 
taking, its  estimated  cost,  and  the  resources  for  its  completion, 
were  strictly  scrutinized.  Twice,  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  as  full  information  as  the  Legislature  possessed, 
voted  to  make  subscriptions;  and  twice,  those  subscriptions 
were  discussed  in  meetings  of  the  corporators,  and  confirmed 
by  a  popular  vote ;  and,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  one 
subscription  by  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  the  amount 
of  $549,000,  was  made  to  the  stock  of  the  Georgia  Company, 
for  the  construction  of  the  road  in  that  State.  The  contract, 
which  was  made  by  the  South  Carolina  Company  with  Bangs 
&  Co.,  for  the  construction  of  the  entire  road,  was  made  known 
to  the  State  and  City  Council  of  Charleston,  and  all  its  terms 
and  stipulations  submitted  for  examination. 

In  the  report  of  1855,  the  stockholders  were  informed,  that 
one  mile  of  the  road  through  Knoxviile  had  been  completed, 
in  order  to  secure  the  charter  in  Tennessee  ;  and,  in  the 
report  of  1856,  they  were  informed,  that  sixteen  miles  of  the 
road,  from  Knoxviile  to  Maryville,  had   been  let  to  contract, 
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in  order  to  secure  the  State  aid  granted  by  Tennessee.  The 
progress  of  the  work,  in  that  State  and  in  Georgia,  was,  every 
year,  reported  to  the  Stockholders. 

The  report  of  1S56  states,  that  "no  work  has,  yet,  been 
done  on  the  line  in  North  Carolina.  It  has  been  deferred  until 
the  work  across  the  mountains,  including  the  tunnels  in 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  shall  be  more  advanced.  When 
the  mountains  are  passed,  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprise 
will  be  overcome,  and  its  completion  secured  beyond  con- 
tingency or  doubt.  It  is,  therefore,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object,  that  the  Board  are  directing  their  efforts  and  the 
resources  of  the  Company." 

In  the  report  of  1858,  the  President  and  Directors  again 
represent  to  the  stockholders,  that  "a  specious  exhibit  of  pro- 
gress may  have  been  presented  in  the  grading  of  the  road,  if 
it  had  not  been  deemed  unwise,  so,  to  apply  the  resources  of 
the  Company.  A  little  reflection  must  make  it  apparent,  that 
if  the  road  were  to  terminate  at  any  point  o.n  the  line,  short 
of  Knoxville,  or  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Tennessee,  at 
some  other  place,  the  road  would  not  compensate  for  its  cost. 
The  construction  of  the  road  has,  accordingly,  been  directed 
to  the  accomplishment  of  a  connection  between  Charleston 
and  Knoxville." 

"Because  the  passage  of  the  mountains  is  the  great  obsta- 
cle to  the  successful  issue  of  the  undertaking,  the  energy  and 
resources  of  the  Company  are,  chiefly,  directed  to  that  section 
of  the  road.  When  the  mountains  are  crossed,  the  exten- 
sion of  the  road  to  Knoxville  will  be  a  certain  consequence. 
Until  that  is  accomplished,  doubt  and  uncertainty  must 
darken  the  prospect  of  a  direct,  short  and  independent  con- 
nection of  South  Carolina,  by  the  Blue  Ridge  Road,  with  the 
productive  region  of  the  West.  Under  this  conviction,  the 
Directors  will  continue  the  order  of  construction  which  they 
have  hitherto  pursued." 

By  such  frank  and  full  communication  to  the  stockholders 
of  the  views  and  policy  of  the  Board,  in  the  direction  of  the 
construction  of  the  road,  and  by  detailed  information  respect- 
ing every  particular  of  the  management  of  the  onerous  trust, 
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confided  to  them,  the  President  and  Directors  intended,  that 
the  stockholders  should  take  the  responsibility  of  every  meas- 
ure, so  that  in  case  the  work  should  be  discontinued,  the 
officers  of  the  Company  should  be  exempt  from  any  asper- 
sions of  bad  judgment  or  ill  faith,  which  the  unreflecting  and 
malevolent  are  so  prompt  to  cast  upon  the  conductors  of  an 
enterprise  that  may  be  embarrassed  in  its  accomplishment. 

EDWARD  FROST,  President. 


19 


Table  A. 

COMPARATIVE    GRADING. 

South  Carolina,         .  .  52  miles;       .  .  .       9,749,423  c.  yds. 


North  Carolina,         .         .  73     "       2,146,252  c.  yds. 

Tennessee,         ...  53     "       1,812,373      " 

North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  1 20     "       3,958,625      "       3,958,025  e.  yds. 


AVERAGE    GRADING    PER    MILE. 

South  Carolina.     .     72,000  cubic  yards;   Georgia,      .     85,000  cubic  yards. 
North  Carolina,     .     30,000  "  Tennessee,  .     34.000  " 

COMPARATIVE    BRIDGE    AND    ARCH   MASONRY. 

South  Carolina,     52  miles;  total,  .         .         .  28,490  cubic  yards. 


Georgia,        .         17     "  "         7,347  cubic  yards. 

North  Carolina,     73     "  "        13,081  " 

Tennessee,    .         53     "  "       12,001 


143     "  "       33,089  "  33,089  cubic  yards. 


COMPARATIVE    TUNNELING. 

South  Carolina,     52  miles;  total,  .         .         .  78,718  cubic  yards. 


Georgia,        .         17     "  "         44,539  cubic  yards. 

North  Carolina,     73     "  "  24,496  " 

Tennessee,    .         53     "  "  1,035  " 


143     "  "  70,070  70,070  cubic  yards. 
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Table  B. 


State. 


i   REMAINING 
ORIGINALLY  i  DONE,  I    PER 

MILES.  n    „  ;TO  BE  DONE,  c       .     1     , '      „  I 

TO    BE    DONE.  |  o  ..     -,r,n(j  Sept.    1,   I860.]  CENT. 


CUB.  YDS.    CUB.  YDS.    CUB.  YDS. 


GRADING. 


South  Carolina,  j  52  3,749,423 

Georgia,    .     .  17  1,362,643 

Tennessee,     .  54  1,812,373 

North  Carolina,!  73  2,146,252 


762,623 

747,352 

1,257,591 

2,146,252 


2,986,800 
615,291 
554,782 


80 
45 
30 


TUNNELS. 


South  Carolina, 
Georgia,    .     . 
Tennessee, 
North  Carolina, 


52 
17 
54 
73 


78,718 

44,539 

1,045 

24,496 


26,680 

37,65  7 

1,045 

24,496 


52,038 
6,882 


66 
15 


BRIDGE  AND  ARCH  MASONRY. 


South  Carolina, 
Georgia,    .     . 
Tennessee,     . 
North  Carolina, 


52 
17 
54 
73 


28,490 

7,347 

13,081 

12,661 


7,334 
3,970 

7,744 
12*661 


21,106 
3,377 

8,865 


74 
46 
53 


SQUARE  DRAINS  AND  CULVERTS. 


South  Carolina, 

52 

10,471 

1,570 

8,901 

84 

Georgia,    .     . 

17 

15,326 

3,795 

11,531 

75 

Tennessee,     . 

54 

13,131 

6,844 

6,287 

48 

North  Carolina, 

73 

11,066 

11,066 
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ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 


Engineer's  Office  ) 

Blue  Ridge  R.  R.  Company  in  South  Carolina,  , 

Pendleton,  October  25,  1860.  j 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad 
Company  in  South  Carolina  : 
Gentlemen: — In  my  last  Annual  Report,  I  stated  that  the 
only  works  in  progress,  West  of  Walhalla,  were  the  grading 
of  Section  No.  21,  with  one-third  of  a  full  force,  the  Stump 
House  Tunnel,  with  one-third  of  a  full  force,  the  Whitmire 
Fill,  with  one-third  of  a  full  force,  and  that  Mr.  James  Law- 
rence was  working  his  section,  voluntarily,  with  a  small  force. 
These  works,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  were  all 
suspended  on  the  first  day  of  January  last;  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  year  confined  to  that  portion  of  the  road  between 
Pendleton  and  Walhalla.  With  the  exception  of  the  embank- 
ment on  Seneca  Bottom,  on  which  the  contractor  had  been 
allowed  to  work  with  half  a  force,  and  the  masonry  for  the 
bridge  over  Seneca  River,  which  had  been  worked  with  a 
full  force,  and  which  had  been  brought  to  completion,  just 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  all  the  contracts 
on  this  portion  of  the  road  were  suspended — some  in  Decem- 
ber, 1856,  and  the  rest  in  1S58  and  1859.  On  being  sum- 
moned to  resume  work,  by  your  directions  of  the  22d  of 
December  last,  some  of  the  contractois  obeyed  with  alacrity; 
but  others,  whose  contracts  were  nearly  completed,  consider- 
ing the  little  remaining  to  be  done  incommensurate  with  the 
cost  of  the  outfit,  preferred,  to  a  resumption  and  completion 
of  their  contracts,  the  forfeiture  of  I  heir  reservation   of  ten 
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per  cent.  Other  contractors  were  procured  in  their  places, 
and  the  whole  work  of  graduation,  between  Pendleton  and 
Walhalla,  was  commenced,  as  soon  as  the  inclemency  of  the 
winter  months  permitted.  The  graduation  will  be  completed 
and  the  cross-ties  all  bedded,  from  Seneca  to  Walhalla,  by  the 
first  of  January,  about  which  time,  it  is  also  expected  the 
superstructure  of  the  bridge,  over  Seneca  River,  will  be  fin- 
ished. Nothing  will  then  remain  to  be  done,  but  to  spike 
down  the  iron  ;  which  will  occupy  but  a  short  time.  So 
that,  allowing  for  bad  weather,  the  road  may  be  opened  to 
Walhalla,  in  February,  or  early  in  March  next. 

The  track  was  laid  and  the  trains  ran  to  Seneca  Bottom, 
four  miles  from  Pendleton,  in  September.  When  the  train 
reaches  Walhalla,  thirty-three  miles  (one-sixth  of  the  entire 
road)  will  be  completed. 

The  actual  cost  of  this  portion  of  the  road  is  $88,065  less 
than  the  original  estimate  of  cost. 

I  have  again  made  a  careful  revision  of  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  entire  road,  and  a  comparison,  therewith,  of  the  actual 
cost,  as  far  as  the  work  has  been  executed,  which  verifies  the 
statement  I  made  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1858 — that  the 
aggregate  cost  of  the  road  will  not  exceed  my  estimate. 

The  lumber  and  iron  are  in  readiness  for  the  permanent 
superstructure  of  the  bridge,  over  Twenty-six  Mile.  Creek, 
which  will  be  raised  and  the  bridge  completed,  early  in  the 
ensuing  spring. 

Between  Anderson  and  Pendleton,  the  trains,  during  the 
past  year,  have  been  run  tri- weekly,  with  occasional  extra 
trips,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  trade  and  travel.  No 
accident,  whatever,  has  occurred  to  the  trains,  and  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  trade  and  travel. 

The  repairs  of  the  road  have  been  inconsiderable. 

In  my  estimate,  I  endeavored  to  make  the  plan  of  the  road 
maintain  a  proper  relation,  between  the  original  cost  and  the 
expenditures  for  working  the  road.  So  far,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  my  object  has  been  attained.  The  road  when  opened  to 
Knoxville,  will  be  complete  in  all  its  parts,  with  the  lightest 
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grades  and  easiest  curves  of  any  railroad,  from  the  Atlantic 
borders  to  the  Western  waters. 

To  the  equipment  of  the  road,. during  the  present  year,  there 
have  been  added,  one  first  class  freight  locomotive,  and  one 
second  class  passenger  coach.  These,  together  with  the  two 
locomotives  and  the  cars  reported,  on  hand,  in  1S59,  with  the 
addition  of  one  first  class  passenger  coach  and  two  box  cars, 
will  be  sufficient  for  operating  the  road,  between  Anderson 
and  Walhalla,  with  a  tri-weekly  train.  If  a  daily  train  should 
be  necessary,  there  should  be  added  an  additional  locomo- 
tive, another  first  class  passenger  coach,  and  two  box  cars. 

The  locomotive  "Blue  Ridge "  has  been  running  on  the 
road,  for  upwards  of  three  years,  engaged  in  the  hardest  kind 
of  service,  as  a  passenger  and  freight  train,  hauling  rock  up 
the  steep  grades  from  Hayne's  Quarry,  and  as  a  gravel 
engine.  The  average  run  has  been,  about  fifty  miles  per  day, 
making,  in  the  aggregate,  thirty-seven  thousand  miles  run, 
with  not  exceeding  $50  for  repairs. 

The  performance  of  the  locomotive "  Fort  Hill,"  which 
was  placed  on  the  road  in  August,  1858,  has  also  been  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  locomotive  "Chatuga"  has  just  been  put  on  the  road. 

These  locomotives  were  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Richard 
Norris  Si  Son. 

Although  the  subject  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad  admits  of 
great  scope  and  amplification,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
add  anything  to  what  I  have  heretofore  taken  occasion  to  say, 
in  regard  to  its  importance  to  the  State  and  country,  in  a 
commercial,  political,  social  and  economical  point  of  view. 
I  would  invite  attention,  however,  (and  nothing  more,)  to  the 
omission  of  one  important  consideration,  which  has  been 
overlooked  in  tho  discussion,  to  which  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail- 
road has  given  rise;  and  it  may  be  significant,  just  at  this 
time,  to  advert  to  it.  I  allude  to  the  importance  of  the  road, 
in  a  military  aspect — to  which  my  attention  has  been  partic- 
ularly directed,  by  the  perusal  of  an  oration  on  "State  Pride," 
delivered,  recently,  before  the  society  of  the  Military  Institute, 
at  Charleston,  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  D.  Porter, 
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In  this  view  of  the  case,  T  am  induced  to  state  some  of  the 
more  important  considerations,  which  have  occupied  my 
mind  on  the  subject 

The  facility  of  transporting  troops  and  munitions  of  war, 
afforded  by  railroads,  has  opened  new  views  in  the  conduct 
of  military  operations.  Their  wonderful  capacity  for  move- 
ment imparts  greater  efficiency  to  a  given  force,  thus  lessen- 
ing the  number  of  troops,  required  in  the  field,  and  thus,  in 
effect,  increasing  the  war  power — one  of  the  most  important 
elements,  indeed,  the  vital  element  of  national  power ;  for 
such  is  the  cupidity  and  aggressive  spirit  of  man,  that  no 
nation  can  exist  which  does  not  possess  a  military  power 
adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  its  rights. 

In  a  country,  sparsely  peopled,  like  the"  upper  division"  of 
this  State,  the  road,  by  the  facility  it  would  afford  for  the 
transportation  of  willing  and  ready  drafts,  from  the  neighbor- 
ing States,  would  be,  for  all  purposes  of  defence,  more  effective 
than  a  cordon  of  forts  ;  and  knitting  together,  as  it  would,  in 
close  bonds,  five  kindred  States  ready  to  give  succor,  it  might 
be  likened  to  a  wall  of  safety  to  the  whole  State. 

Therefore,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail- 
road may  be  regarded  as  the  "  Appian  Way,"  which,  by  means 
of  its  quick  transportation,  as  the  "  main  trunk,"  in  combina- 
tion with  connecting  railroads,  within  and  without  the  State, 
would  neutralize  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  an  assailing 
force,  (in  almost  every  part  of  the  State,  as  well  as,  over  a 
great  extent  of  a  common  territory,)  that  of  choosing  its  point 
of  attack,  and  possessing  the  necessary  means  of  reaching  it. 
Detachments,  liable  under  other  circumstances  to  be  cut  off, 
in|  detail,  may  be  concentrated  without  delay;  distant  garri- 
sons may  be  brought  together,  any  where,  from  the  seaboard 
to  the  Ohio  River,  and  after  accomplishing  the  object  of  their 
concentration,  be  returned  to  their  stations,  in  time  to  repel 
any  attack  meditated  against  them. 

Thus,  railroads  economize  war  in  money,  men  and  time. 
By  the  rapidity  of  movement  which  they  admit  of,  a  small  force 
may  be  made,  as  it  were,  to  present  an  extended  and  effective 
front     and  while  war  is  conducted  with  greater   vigor  and 
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effect,  they  tend  to  relieve  apprehension,  tranquilize  the  minds 
of  non-combatants,  and  render  peaceful  pursuits  more  regula- 
lar  and  certain. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  would  add  that  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Bourn  and  Mr.  Isaac  M.  St.  John,  who  commenced  with  me 
on  the  work,  in  1S56,  have  been,  since  the  reduction  of  oper- 
ations, two  years  ago,  my  only  assistants.  As  I  have  not 
heretofore  named  them  in  my  reports,  I  deem  it  proper  and 
just  to  them  to  do  so,  on  the  present  occasion.  They  have 
discharged  their  duties  with  an  intelligence,  energy,  zeal  and 
fidelity,  most  creditable  to  themselves  and  entirely  satisfactory 
to  me.  I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Chief  Engineer  Blue  Ridge  R.  R.  Company. 
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